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| You can tell when there is somethmg gomg on
i JFk. You know il by the posters on the wall and by the
special student council meetings. You also know it by the
Special Edition of the Muckraker. The firs one came for
the Student Council Elections. the second one is what you
| are holding i your hands. | may be a bit small but that is
| because we didn’t plan to have an edition before January.
|1I’1 a hasty effort to inform, we made one because the
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dudent demonstrations are somahing that affects all of us,
In owr school it may mean a lack of toilet paper or towels.
I others it means classes that are twice as large as the ones
in vur school and teachers that are missing through the
whole semester.  Whatever happens this is one of those
issues that you can’t ignore. You must make a decision:
will vou support the prolesters or should we push for
reforms other than those students are now demanding?®
Wha is 1o blame for the curment state of (rerman education?
Can you improve the situation? Remember, not making a
decision is saying you like it the way it is. We think this is
worth an extra edition, thousands of students think it is
worth demonstrating  The least vou can do 18 come 1o
decision. Whatever conclusions vou draw, adt upon them

or clse they may not be considered when officials make
their final decisions on the matter. [ you decide lo protest.
make sure vou kmow which issues you are protesting
agamst - are vou fighting for the right 1o have toilet paper
or for the right of a 30-vear-old to contmuse his studies?

There is no “Hero of the Week™ m this edtion, |
hovrever, we would like lo give credit Lo the ISA for all its |

work in  promoting awareness  of  the

current |

demnonstrations. We thank them for donating their time and |
meney o making a banmer for our school! |
Have a lot of fun dering Christmas breok - |

whather you're freezing vour butt off at a protest or sitting
at home drinking hot chocolate by the fire place!
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Wuat IsITt ALL ABOUT?

It is seldom these days that we can walk
through the city without being practically bombed
by prolesting students waving [lvers, signing
pelitions  and  generally  encouraging an
atmosphere of rebellion. These are the biggest
student demonstrations in Germany since the
1960°s, and the question that arises is: Just
exactly why are thev striking, protesting and
demonstrating? The German students are

prolesting  tremendous  overcrowding  of
universities, low quality of education and
reductions in government-sponsored  student

stipends (BAFOEG). The current problem can be
traced back to the educalional reforms of the

By SErr HeEpNER

1970"s, when the government guaranteed every
student with an Abitur a place in a universitv, and
at the same time reduced the difficulty of the
Abitur,  OFf course, after the reumfication, there
were more people with Abiturs than there were
funds available. Since then. the amount of
students attending universilies in Germany has
more than doubled. The student to teacher ratio
has grown to 55 to 1. OF course, this makes the
students, as well as the professors, unhappy.
Many students are merely attending university
because it is easier than trving to find a job, and
the professors aren't always super-motivated,
either.  Afler a gradual process of government

reductions over the last few years. the German
students decided that they’ ve had enough and took
to the streets in Hessen, and the demonstrations
spread from there. Lasl week alone. there were at
least three official demonstrations in Berlin.
Every political party in Germany has its own idea
of how to solve this problem, some feel that the
answer 15 to have student evaluations
professors, others 1o introduce selective
admissions policies and to charge tuition. Bul
evervbody agrees on one thing: The German
education system is in high need of reform.
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The LSK

in Action

CONTRIBUTED BY StivonN WEBER

On Friday, December 12, way over 100 students
from almost all Berlin schools met at the
Kottbusser Tor to perform a 'Landes Schuler
Konferenz' (LSK), to which all interested students
were invited. This time four JFK.S. students
participated. Afler a leng introduction, we split
up into groups and discossed topics like how lo
protect oneself at demonstrations, or the things we
as stdents should demand. In the end we voled
on a ‘Forderungskatalog' (a list of our demands).
[t was voted that the LSK, speaking for all 16
striking and 48 demonstrating schools, demands:

-a right to strike

-recognition of the LSV and all its organs

-more mvolvement of the students in the planing

of the lessons and the Lehrplan’

- general demaocratizalion of school and more

rights for the students

-smaller classes

=younger teachers

-practicing of alternative teaching methods,

reality related instruction, and group work

-money for necessary repairs

10 SPONSOTINE

-education should alwavs be paid for by the
continued — see LSK on page 2

SC Tackles Issue

BY Mirorr BEKASIAK

(hn Friday, during the sixth period there was a Emerganey
Student Council mu.ting, Theprim.arlv 1ssue discuseed was
whether or not a special sudent assembly should be held to
deal with the demonstrations of not, I would serve 1o
inform the students of the situation in Berlin (what we are
trying to do with this newspaper) as well as gather and
feedback about how JFK should react. In spite of strong
support for the demonstrators the Student Counsal voted
agamsl the idea with a two thirds majority. Arguments
agamst the assembly included that it would cut into
valuable class time, (like the lagt class before a Klausur), it
wouldn 't achieve anything as #t would be unorganized. and
not cnough people care. Ben Momis also announced a
demonstration that will be erganized by all the Zehlendorf
schools, the date of which will be posted later.
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LSK — continued from page 1
govemment
-svstem-critical instruction
-integration of handicapped persons into schools
-more funding for activities, student newspapers.
and student radios, so that they don't have Lo
depend on advertisement
-Mew Lax structures
-and intemational coordination of protests.

Aller the LSK we went o the demonstration.
together with about 3000 students. homeless.
handicapped. workers and wnionists, that went
from the Rote Rathaus' o the 'Ahgcﬂrdm:tcnhau:i.
where we were stopped by a massive police force |
of at least 20 [ull police busses. Stll, we won't
givc up, and the demonstrations and strikes will
continue until our demands have been granted.
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E Demo-Watch
== There will a demo today at 15:00 starting at
Hallisches Tor. It has been organized lo
protest government cuts in both education

and social wellfare, Posters with more

information are posted around the school.

OPINIONS

Students and the German

It is easy to denounce the government and
consider yourselll a vicim, as students are now doing m
their demonstrations. But you must fird consider the
broader prature of government spending befiore accusing it
of “cutting back on basic rights.” The government has
actually imcreared the tolal amount of money allocated 1o
universities: il is the percemage of the budget allotted to
wducation that has decreased. However, the basic problem
of many issucs in Germany today, rcluding education, is
that government spending cannol keep up with the rising
dernands - or in the case of imiversity education, the rising
number of students. The causes bohind the crippled state of
German education are similar to those of the current
German unemployment (12%  of the labor force). An
emplover m Germany has o not only pay a worker's salary
bt also henefits - mcluding lovaurics such as annual six

Social System are to Blame for the Education Crisis!

BY Apant NAGORSET

democratic? Secondly, the ability of students to study for as
long as they wanl is a terrible idea. Ten percent of German
sudents are 30 years old or older. Those students,
incydentally, are spearheading the demonsirations against
plans which impose study or age limits on students.
Students who complele a degree in a certain field of study
(which should take ahout four Lo five vears ) often go on to
study something else, perhaps even an altogather new
degree because they don’t want to join Lhe work-force.
These students use up money that should be used for
students working on their first {and what should be their
only) degree. They use up money that could otherwise be
used to buy new books and to hire more profiessors (thereby
creating, smaller classrooms) The average age of student
graduating from a Cierman university is 28, as opposed to

nol take classes for granted as many CGerman students do
{ask any university student how many classes he or she
skips weeklv) American professors are not civil servanis
whose position can be threaienad only by oriminal charges
bt are instead employvees of their university. They cannot
choose to miss many classes hecause “they don’t foel well”
as some {ferman profmsm so often do. As 1o the cost of
Ameican universilics. private universities trv hard through
financial aid and student loans te make their university
accessible Lo as broad a range of people as possible, Non-
private, slale universilies cost much less than private
universilies and can attract people from just about any
financial background. Remowned institutions such as
U'CLA, the L‘o'llr:gtuf“'i'l!iam and .".!ar_\', and I!-c:rku.llu.jrzm
all state schools, If German studants paid a portion of their

tuition (with financial aid. of course. for those who

to eight weck paid vacations, plut BENETONS pensi:m
and health msurance plans - that nearly doubles the
warker's price-tag. German law also makes it very
difficult to fire a worker, even an mcompetent one.
Maturally, this system makes emplovers more hesitant
o hire new workers in l"n.m;nll,- and even drives many
ermplovers away from Germany completely, In German
universiies, students, hike the workers, also emjoy
lavish benefits and professors cannot be fired. German
students don't have Lo pay for thewr education, receive
discounts on most public services, receive “financial
aid” (even thought they don 't pay for universiy) from
the government and are able 1o ﬂudy almosd
mdefimitely. Students (and groups like the ISA) argue
that such a program embodies the values of democracy
and makes for a terrific educational systemn, 1L doesn 'L,
The stale spends approximately 24.000
DM 1o send one studend through one year of university. The
majority of Germans who study come from middle and
upper class familics but their payment is covered by
evervhedy - including lower, working class families who
often don’t send their children to wniversity, How is that

Voice YOUR opinion and respond to other people’s |
views al the Muckraker Online Discussion Forum!
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, onuld not afford this) they would take their sudies

mur.‘h more seriously and would not decide bo stay in

o university for seven vears (the average time a
,: German audent spends al university.) Germin
J umiversities also have ne mdividual application
" process; an Abiter is the only eriteria for a spol in a
[ German university. Universities cannot decide to
£ attract @ certain 1vpe of student and hire certam
* professors (o teach those students. An university-run
" admissions office would not only create university
- spirit and identities (which. in wm. eate alumni
- who give back to their school later in life) but also
| colleges which cam atiradt lop studenis and

professors and thereby create a very highly-cducated
! portion of the population. Finally. if’ professors in
Germany faced the risk of being fired, they would
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about 22 i the United States.

Many Germans view the American educational system as
an unfair, class-discriminating system vot many people also
agree that the Amenican colleges are. colledlively. the best
in the world. Because studenls pay Lo go lo school, they do
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spend more time with students outside of classrooms
and also take their job more seriously. When deciding on
whether or mot you're going to cut classes and join the
demonstrators in the coming weeks, take my arguments
into consideration. Are you demonstrating agamst the nght
things? Or should entirely different actions be taken?

Currently, 16 schools all over Berlin arc on
strike and 48 schools are planning similar projects. In
general. the students are protesting against budget cutls
responsible for an increased number of students per class,
less teachers, poor lkaming materials, de.  Up until mow,

our school has done basically nothing in this direction
Then again. why should we. if budget cuts only mvolve not
having toilet paper and bemng madeto sweep the floor? We
<an live with that, aithough m the end, it all comes down to
onething: the John F, Kennedy School has not even hinted

Protest!
BY ANDREA KAPELKE

at their zolidanty with other. not-so-lucky schools.

There arc tons of reasons why we should protest
in some form. For one thing, we might get toilet paper.
Furthermore, we might also get new leaming materials and
class trips that arenl cancelled because of money
shorlages.  Still, our schools” problems aren’t nearly as
severe as those of others, so the ane thing that would realiy
speak for us would be gelting out on the strects with
everybody else and showmg that we care about the bad
conditions at other schools.

Arguments against protesting don 't really exist,
unless you consider that wyou shouldn't go to
demonstrations during schoobhours. (Giving up classes is
ol a sacrifice. )

Otherwise. we should stay in touch with other
schools, so we know what they're planning. Based on that,
wie can decide on how to structure our protests, but simply
pretending that budget cuts don™t concemn us would be a
show of ignorance.
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