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Our gchool has o problem. A BIG problem. What you
arc currently holding in vour hands is the solution to this
problem. So, whal is this problem? The problem is that there
is nobady 1o iell you what's REALLY going on at JFKS. Last
vear, the smoker's comer was tectering on the edge of being
"abolished ® This year there are plans o move it Our drink

and snack nuachmcs are the third best earning ones in the etire
city, yet the 5.C. only receives 3% of the profils.  The rest s
kept by the owners of the machines.  And we don'l have any
money Lo buy todlel paper.

The Muckraker is an independent siudent newspaper.
which means we arc here io offer you unbuased coverage of the
cvents and people that shape IFK. We plan for this io be a ba-
weekly newspaper (ie. published every two wocks) and it will

Sp eCIal w Edltwn

|:|11|.|a||'. be free of charge This issue is devated to the bigges!
current issue in oar schoo: the SC

presidential eleciions We will'try to cover as wide an arvay of
issues as we con in oor school,  Unfonusatcly we can b
everywhene at once, so if there is anything vou think we should
know about. lemve  articles,  Suggeslions.  comonenis. of
advertiscments in our mailbox which will be by the Coke
machines. S sl back, relax. and enjoy your paper (o 15 math
class so much mare exciting T

MUCKRAKER

Speaks

The elections are on and life is
hectic.  The candidates are
screaming their opinions ol al
vou. ke il through  spesches,
posters, or Miers, They have given
you their promiscs and offers for
your volc amd mow ils  vour
decision. 5o how do you kmow
who to vote for?  As wsual the
mndliﬂcs h.m: pr{rmnmd alnml

3 il the wndld.ams can
achieve whal they promise? Who
will be the besi presidem? The
solution lies in looking into whal a
leader is.  As life has shown me,
and a few English teachers have
told me, there arc four things a
person must &0 o be a swooessful
leader.  First ho'she must have a
vision. Then heishe must be able
0 mspare and convince people of
thedr vision  This is what (he
cundidates have been doing so far,
The problem is that the best ideas,
even if they have all the suppon’
they need, will not succeed without
organization  and  perseverance.
However, most aof the time people
Torget all of this. and consequently
the wrong people get clected and
most of the promises don't pet
Fulfilied, Just  because  he
persisicnce and  organdzational
abilitics of a candidae gor the lack
thercal) are not that obwious during
the clections, in office they will
make the differcnce  between
peliing thar hot drinks machine
you wanl 50 badly and not pelting
i ICs in your interest 1o look at
the candidates more in depth. The
anly indications of their leadership
capabilities are the ways they have
run herr campaigns, and past
successes andor failures of the
candidaies. S0 do yoursell gnd
everyons else a favor by looking at
the candidates and not wasting
¥our vole

In order 10 pog your memaory and help vou deal wilh those seeond thoughts here are the

summarics of the candsdates” speeches

There arc in condensed form, i.¢. we cxiracied only

what they really said. no se-called ~Politician’s Promises” have survived our excellen) B.5 -

culler’s scissors.

MR. MORRIS

Mr Morris's speach starting out with him
declaring that his goal is to "make life fun
and bearable” at the Kennedy School. A
permanent School Store, a Buee Book (on
fimc), more sparts competetions (espeelally
with ather schools), a yearbook, bigger
lockers, "Verkuzte Stunden”, table tennis
paddles amd cards that could be weed
during the lunch hours, as well 4s box
office video shows during the hnch hours,
and  improvements 1o Spirit weck,
includiong a seminar day, new theme days
(Men'Women in Black, Jurassic Day), and
mare  student v, teacher  sport's
competetions are what would make the

JFK experience just that.  The key to
reilizing  these  dreams  lies in a
Tuamd tal re-org of the Student

Council, the body that could effectively
implement the needs of the students,

The cffectivaess of the Stwdent
Council can only be improved through
giving the stundents more direct input into

Mr. Wild

Mr. Wild responded 10 the criticism in Mr.
Cirant's specch. He pointed out that "this is
not Hollywoed - this is school and we want
school spirit.” and that *|Mr. Morris and hc|
are irving to combese school spirit with the
pelitics of the school.

I order 10 achieve school spirit be
wiould set the following goals: first of all a
fun Spirit Week, with 3 pep rally. talent
show, scninar day, and various compelitions,
dances that will be longer and have more live
bands: an  alfordable yearbook;,  doner
deliveries 1o the siudent slore, a hol drinke
machine, and finally bigger lockers for all

This is what we can bold them accountable for. should they win

iheir representative body.  Before ihe
suidiains i pul mere mpal into ihe SC,
however, the 5C needs to betier inform the
stwdlents as o what's going on.  Both aodls
can be wccomplished through two simple
maves, firsily  through quarterly  high
schiol assemblies, in which the SC would
inform the students as to its current and
past activities, and then accept feedback
from ihe students, Secondly, through
agendas of the upcoming SC meetings io be
distributed 1o the SC-representatives, so
that they could receive input from thelr
clasees and therefore better reprosent their
constituents in the 5C meetings.

As to the SC meetings themselves,
Mr. Morris would have them Last o double
hour, and so address the issues more
completely , instead of just brushing on
them in one elass hour. Such a Studeni
Council is the means to the cads of a
pleasant JFK Schoal,

students, This lost point be plans 1o
reahies by giving the music people their own
lockers in the green building and giving
cveryone else (he now froe big lockers in the
while building,

Inn order to achicve these goals Mr
Wild, ais both other candwdates. sees a change
in the Suedent Council necessary i onder 1o
fulfill his plans. He. however, sees moncy as
being "the key 1o the Studenl Council” and
that without it nothing will kappen. To get
money he plans 1o kave o highly organized
fundraising commitice that would  raisc
moncy from food siles. mifles. mn-a-thons,
half-court shods during baskethall games, and
senior class suctions

Candidate Profiles

Although there are only three of them, the presdental
cancadates (his year represcal many students at JFRC Just
because they're running for presidents dosen’t mean they are
necessarily all goodie-two-shoes. In candid indervicws with
THE MUCKRAKER. (he candedales sdmiticd 1o evervibing
from nding Schwarefahren 1o breaking inlo bouscs and
blowing wp firccrackers in them to fMining with drugs. For
obvious reasons. we won'l malch (e acliviiees with namcs
Here ane bricl overviews of who vour presidentiol candidales
ure

Franz Wild. 16, is an Abinr student m ihe iwellth gre
who has been in JFK since ninth grade Though he is
alficially Cerman, he's spent most of his e i Zinbobnse
Mo of ws co las brother, Mo, wha compleled

o S
asked him to be his pariner. “1 jusi Ihuul..]ll “why mﬁ.
previous leadership posations lave been limited (o chairing
Model United MNations mectings. He has never been in the
Student Council. On a mone personal bevel Frane likes
almost all music. especially g, ol dislikes wechno and
“heavy, beavy metal ™ Like the other two conddates. he docs
not comsider himsell a very studious persen Aler linishing
school. he may juimp sraight into studving cither journalism
or philosophy Chberwise, he will mke tme off, and make a
road trip through sowthern Africa or live in anolher coaniry
fiar a year and “expericnce life.”

Ben Morris s a sixteen-vear-old cleventh-grade Al studen
Benji, as he is known by his fricnds, has Inved in Berlin for
almost his enting life aod has been in JFK since kindergarien
{with the cxception of onc and o hall years in a German
school ) His sister, Mami who is always very concemed about
him. is a senior this vear. He ran for president becomse ="l
be fm™ and be lkes challenges Like Frane, his only
leadership positions have been in MUN, but he fas been in
Sucent Counctl in ninlh grade and has substited for sick
represeniainves from has class for Lhe pust twa years Ben
plins the saxophone and clarinet and likes all music.
cspecially jaze and hip hop Asked af there a5 anyihmg in
paartbcular he wanis o bel vou kiow, be sasd: *1'm fun.”

This 15 James Grant's fourth tme mooning for SC president.
He has been in JFK since pre=school amd 5 mow 18 and in
thirieenth grade. lames wants wo be president becawse he likes
responsibility and working for other people (like he does in
his Youth CGroup) & very rewarding for him He was in the
Student Council in the #5796 school vear and knows from that
expericnce that “il necds. organization.”  James has o
sisters: Ruth (senior) and Miram (10" grade). In his free
time he likes o play Ping-Pong. go 1o Charch congregations
He has oo plans for when be linshes school. James. though
nol “a smoker,” is the only candidotc who will have an
occaseonal Cigantiie

Mr. Granit

Wlr Corsmt started his speech out with InEsrmation about hissscIl and poinded o i afier 1.3 years i the schosd be hsd "loarmed P e s hansl worhis smd
harw tn use the position as Studeat Comncil President te represcsd the studend body.” Just as

iz thal ils bselMiciency, snd thai solving s would be the key 1
bk s willingness o work from many of the studest counl reprsentatives.

Thise probiems have arrisen because the 50 iy simpipy too large. The solutien les in pulting mare
walve the currest imeMiciency, but abss deliver the addional pheses of allowdng the Student Comncll fo hssdle =
nmore depth. Mr. Cormnt “wishes to aceamplish® the ollowing goals: a spiril week that is
wiwren the different fusdrabsing groups, o Bam Book resdy G November, o colfee maching, @ one workd project. and better commuscatisn with sther perman

chonls sothal our schaiol wunld be informed of Berin-wide student actlvithes.

Mirt, M did, be ststod that the higgest curme problen with the S0
o gecomplishimg bis goats, as nell. The renssis Tur this b Mickency are n lack of ueganisstion and a

enmphasis on commitier work, T would not saly help
‘@ wibale varicty of probienis™ and sddress thise s
“lem fur everyone®. o sminar diy, better Fundrabsing courdination

Wednesday's Poll Results

James
Grant

Franz Wllr.l Ben Marris



THE MUCKRAKER

SEPTEMBER 18, 1997

Ben and Franz: We're for Real

Is our campaign a mere show, or does il
aciually have anything 1o do with politics? Can
we [ulfill all our promiscs? These are (he
gqueslions many  peaple ane asking at the
moment.

We  beliove that in reality  our
campaign reflects our abilitics o organize. We
talked v the right people; god the appropriate
cquipment; and sel cverything up 1o show you
that School Spiit ond down-lo-carth business
cin be combingl  We have sbhown  our

Forthermore, o underlime  our
dodication 10 our [ellow sindends, we will
organize a [Kner delivery from "Eles Grill®
today. Waich out for flyers for fanher dedails.

This i just the beginning of whai we
will do for you, to make your life easier ol
IJFES. I you have any questions. please [eel
free 1o approach us al any tme, We'ne these for
you, noi for ourschves.  And just remember:
We're [or real

~—Franz Wild and Ben Morris,
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The Unofficial Candidates

wi® PRien Machama and Schasticn impessitle  We plan te reform the SCt
Seele, 1 Qeided 10 run for Student Council powers,  responsibilities  and  duties  inio
Presider™® by are we different from our different branches, comparatle io a modem-day
I.’“nmpclf'm While our oppaneais iry change.  govermmend
implen® i, 8 nh;h all in the same, inefficicnt 3. W also will increase Uhe imporiance of your
SYEIEm, WEWH rengw the entire sysiem. personal opinken. We will frequently ask YOL!
1. Fu™ Tging will be tken over by an o vole on issues, instead of leaving the
"eingetr™E* ™ Verien®, 2 nomprofit decisions Lo your SC represcalative.
organizr O which is not obligated 10 pay 4. Lastly, we will instimic the acl of
Germar "™ and is atiractive to donors, as it impeachment.  We want ihe officc of S5O
can grar™ 9% 3educiibile "Spendeschieine”. This Presicent to b a challenged one, meaning tai

enthusiasm and-didn just scravd something

Smoker’s Corner to Go Up in Smoke?
In ihe beginning there was the Smoker's Comner. Then there was
criticism.  And more criticism. This year the Smoker's Comer Tlere have been mumors
celeheates having weathered 20 hard vears of batile with the Anti- (he effect that Mr. Granl i
Smoking Faction, But this year the Anti-Smoking Faction i coming gply running w see if he can
back streng as ever, Currently, the Smoker's Comer is teetering on the wip, The Miuckraker
edpe of i1 annihilation. 115 survival this year depends wpon its being confromed Mr. Grant with

Rumor Busler

kept clean. . by the smokers themeslves! fhis nccusation and Mr
The current plight of the Smoker's Comer dates back 10 [asl Gramt las csrl_'m;.!ly
year when the Schulkonferenz (the Schulkonferenz, in conjunction geclared thar e will Aot

with the Educational Dircctorme [EDY) make all the rules and abdicate if he wins.
regulations in our school), decided to finally do away with the
Smoker's Corner.  This idéa was countered by the High School
Admindsiration, who said that this woukd only ereste more problems in
the form of students smoking in the bathrooms, and studenls beang
even later 1o class becanse the way from the park is nisch longer than
rom the Smoker's Comer. The Schulkonferenz then decided 1o try 1o
mave the Smoker's Comer io the cmergency exit in the slaircase of the
white building.  When this was brought before the Disiricl of
Zehlenderl, however, the cost of such a move (appresc 15 000, -DM)p
was more than the District could stomach, and 5o the Smoker's Comer
stayed where it was. The Schulkonferane, undeterred by this decision,

Please

@
?zcatk

issucd their final {we hope!) ultimatum- cither the smokers keep I CALVIN AND HOBBES © Watlerson. Reprinted with permission of UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE. Al alihis et

Smaker's Comer clean, of the Schulkonferenz will go 1o the ED and
lave it extinguished omce wnd For all Unfortunately, the
Administration can &0 nothing in the face of such a powerful body =IS|

the ED; whatever the ED says, is law. This puts the fate of the |
Smoker's Comner directly o the hands of the students, or mone
specilically, the smokers. The Admimistration iniends to dump the
problem in the hands of the Student Council as it is this body that
represents the stadents and shoubkd deal with the probiem.

The question now is, what will the Smdent Council do o
resalve s issue, or will ey even iake aclion al all? Al the |

Schulkonferene necds in order to convince the ED to abolish the |
Smoker's Corner 15 the prood thal il i an-cared for and a mess The
simplesl solution would be for every smoker 1o lake care fo clean up
afler him or hersclf and deposit hisher butis and'or garbape in the
trash cans,  Experience has shown, however, that nod all people ane
responsible cnough e handle such a simple fask. With this in mind,
the next obvious step woukd be for the Stedent Council (o create a
“Bmoker's Committee” which would consist of cithor smoker's o
Student Council members or both, and thal would be responsable for
keeping the Smoker's Corner clean.  Certain people have already taken
quick and vital actions to kocp the Smoker's Corner alive and well (soc
Here of the Week), What we really need is for the people who wss the
privilege of having a Smoker's Corer 10 do their pan 1o keep it and
keep il clean.  The Smoker's Comer has weathered 20 tough years, and
it would be a shame 1o have it go up in smoke now,
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finance’ = 'mﬂcan‘urs a8 SC owned snack.
"y coffee machines. We estimate a

ke, a
0% i’ "Wm SC funds.
2. The SC needs reform

Mol poing pant of the school,. will if, al any time, you are oot happy with he
s, appeal for donations, and Prosident, vou (the student body) can remove

himvher From office.
Now comes our promise Lo you:
If, by 1.2.98 the rcform of the SC has not fully

Its inelficiency is been completed and a new 5C is not effectivels

due primarily 1o its by-laws, which render dealing with issucs, we will resign at once.
~-Sebasticn Secle and Robert Nachama

decision making nexl 1o
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Hero of the Week

Who: Kyanusch Kay

Where: The Smokers Comer

When: Friday. the 12th of September, ~12:30
What: The lunch period began as usual. 10 was a beautiful day, and
L somskers had gathered together in groups for their daily lunch time
pull Suddesly someone noticed that smoke was walting from one of
the garbape cans by the entrance (o the school. Everyone was stunned

o shock,  excepl Kyvanusch  Kay, who
onaed of 1o get water o fight the potential
infermo. Eye  wilpess Chnstoph Lemke:
"Everyone  there  just stood watching the smoke
rise. " Upen  return Kyamusch did not hesitate
o spring directly imo action, Despite the threat
of an wnconirollable

blaze  developing @t any
gven moment, cur berg plunged night in  and
dumped an endere liter of water right on 1o the fire, while onlogkers
merely gaped dumbfounded.  For this amaring show of selfless
heroism, furthered all the mone by the fact that he is 3 non-smoker
hensell, Kyamesch Kay has been awarded the hosor of (his week's
Hero of the Week award!!

IF vestt e somihieady whio discrves 1o bo the Hero of the Week for a mallloss, heroic st

rllmwpm o picture ol the persim md in &eitses sccoml. signed by Eaw eyeniinemes, in
our mailbax

THE MUCKRAKER 15 an independen student newspaper. The
opinions  expressed  here in no way  reflect those of the
administration of the Jehn F. Kensedy School.

STAFF: Editors: Seth Hepoer, Mikolaj Bekasiak, Adam Magorski
Phatopraphy: Thila Tosl
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